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Hays nearly pulls peet of 
national champion runner-up 


Mike Courson 


Features Editor 

After three straight losses, Tiger football fans had to wonder what kind of per- 
formance to expect from the home team as they hosted the returning national 
champion runner-up Bearcats from Northwest Missouri State. 

Surprisingly or not, the Tigers nearly pulled out an upset in a 17-10 loss. 

The Bearcats managed to rack up 420 yards on offense, just 50 off their season 
average, but the Tiger defense held the MIAA’s leading scorer to just 17 points— 
less than half of their season average. 

Both defenses did their jobs well until late in the first quarter when Bearcat run- 
ning back Xavier Omon scored from five yards out. The Bearcats added to more 
scores early in the second quarter to take a 17-0 lead. 

The Tigers answered that drive with a 70-yard march of their own, capped off by 
a Ryan Salyer touchdown from a yard out. At the half, the Tigers trailed 17-7. 

Continued on Page 6 


Hays High football 
continues to struggle 


Mike Courson 
Features Editor 

The Hays High football has battled turnovers all year long. Last week, the In- 
dians turned it over seven times to Great Bend. Friday, the Indians turned it over 
four more times in a 49-14 loss to Salina South in week two of district play. 

Things looked promising for the Indians when they scored on the opening drive. 
Austin Klaus, back from an injury, hit Jason Ball on a 15-yard touchdown pass to 
take a 6-0 lead. After that, it was all South. The Cougars scored the next 28 points 
in the half, then tacked on another 21 unanswered before the Indians managed 
the final score of the game. The Cougars were led by backup running back Mike 
Stratton. Stratton came into the game with just 78 yards on the season, but rolled 
up 212 yards and a touchdown on 23 carries. He also had two receptions, both 
touchdowns, for 23 yards. 

Klaus completed 8 of 17 passes for 120 yards, a touchdown, and two intercep- 
tions on the night. Kelton Rule, who threw for over 200 yards last week against 
Great Bend, came in late in the game and threw an interception. He also scored 
on a 9-yard run late in the fourth quarter. Jesse Stewart carried the ball 7 times for 
51 yards. 

The loss drops the Indians to 0-2 in district play and effectively ends their sea- 
son. The Indians will host McPherson for the last game of the season on Friday. 
Most polls have the Bullpups ranked as the top team in SA. The Pup’s sole loss 
came in week one in a close contest at Hutchinson. Last week, McPherson used 
a 71-yard pass on 3rd and 18 to beat #2 Great Bend. The win secured a spot for 
the Bullpups in the state playoffs. McPherson quarterback Kolin Walk finished 
the game with 234 yards and 2 touchdowns on 12 of 24 passing. The other district 
game pits Great Bend against Salina South. The winner of that game moves on to 
the state playoffs as the second team in district 6. 
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Center for Student Involvement 
continues growth in second year 


Mike Courson 
Features Editor 

For just over a year now, the Center for Stu- 
dent Involvement at FHSU has been enhancing 
the college experience for students in Hays. 
Officially opening last September, the organi- 
zation is just getting into the swing of things. 

The CSI is a multi-faceted organization locat- 
ed in the newly renovated Memorial Union. 

Student Government Association, the Uni- 
versity Activities Board, and Fraternity and So- 
rority Life are but a few of the offices housed 
within CSI, which according to Chandra Daf- 
fer, Assistant Director of Student Activities, 
was created to bring together and expand ser- 
vices, programs, and activities offered by those 
groups. 

“CSI was also created to develop out-of-class 
learning opportunities for all students,” Daffer 
said. 

Besides easing access to campus groups, CSI 
also offers a variety of services including com- 
puter work stations, copy machines, mailbox- 
es, poster printing, and even storage. 

The CSI recently created a campus wide 
poster route to help departments and offices 
at FHSU distribute information and advertise 
across campus. 


Photo by Brandon Worf 
Chandra Daffer, Assistant Director of Student Activities (right), talks with 
students during a meeting at the offices of the Center for Student Involve- 
ment, located in the lower level of the Memorial Union at Fort Hays State. 


The CSI is also where approval is granted for 
all banners and postings in the Union, as well 
as all student organization fundraisers. 

The CSI is involved in virtually at activities 
and organizations at FHSU. 

Oktoberfest, Homecoming, FHSU Fam- 
ily Weekend, the Encore Series and activities 
sponsored by the organizations housed with 
the CSI offices are all part of the CSI package. 

Daffer said the CSI is involved with more 
than 100 student organizations and all students 
who want to get involved with university ac- 
tivities. 

One problem the CSI faced in the first year 
was lack of recognition, but Daffer believes the 
organization will grow as word spreads. 

“Our staff us working hard to get informa- 
tion out to students, student organizations, and 
the campus about our services and programs,” 
she said. 

They have already experienced an increase 
in traffic with the completed renovations in the 
Union and the start of the school year. 

Interested students can contact CSI staff 
in Memorial Union from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, or by calling 628- 
4664. The CSI can be visited online at www. 
fhsu.edu/csi. 
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* Brandon's Reality Check 


A lesson in restaurant etiquette 


I don’t know many times I’ve seen it hap- 
pen. Certainly more than Id like to think 
it should, but it invariably happens more 
often than not. 

I’m serving a table at work (which in this 
case happens to be a local pancake house, 
the one better than IHOP), I give good ser- 
vice, I’m courteous, efficient, attentive, and 
personal—and I don’t get jack squat for it. 

In a sense, I bust my butt for the mini- 
mum acceptable reward, and it’s hard to 
feel gratified with just that: the bare mini- 
mum. 

I’m sure this has been hashed over be- 
fore, but good restaurant etiquette is very 
rarely seen in today’s restaurants, diners, 
and local dives. 

While this is a bit of a personal rant, I 
speak for a large portion of the service in- 
dustry when I say, “Leave a better tip you 
cheapskates!” 

Let’s break this down. Tipping is one 
thing, but it goes far beyond the income. 

Common courtesy, table manners, and 
even basic respect suffer all in the name of 
catering to peoples’ basic whims and de- 
sires. 

As a server, I’ve seen it all, and as a host, 
I’ve seen even more than that. But I di- 
gress. 

The following things are some issues that 
everyone should (at the very least) take into 
consideration whenever they go out to eat 
at a reputable establishment. 

Common courtesy: this is by far the most 
lackluster area of all guests, across the 
board. 

While there are roughly 15 -20 percent 


of the people that do know how to behave 
and interact properly in a restaurant set- 
ting, most are completely brainless at 
best. I'll keep it simple: treat your 
server as you would want them 
to treat you (note that I say 
“server” and not “waiter/wait- 
ress”; get it right people). 

Now, if your server 
doesn’t follow suit, all bets 
are off. This rarely hap- 
pens, as most servers know 
the consequences of a bad 
attitude or approach. 

Don’t be mouthy, arro- 


P< 


BR 


gant, conceited, pretentious, ™™™PAOTO"“=caitor 


or any combination thereof. 

If you’re particularly nice, 
your service will likely exceed your needs. 
If you’re the opposite, chances are, you'll 
end up speaking with the management 
about it. 

The customer is not always right, and 
in some cases, it may come back to haunt 
you. 

Respect: While common courtesy is 
lacking, respect is sometimes non-existent. 
Simply put: your server is not a convict— 
do not treat them as one. 

Being obnoxious, cocky, terse, or patron- 
izing is a great way to irritate your server 
and make things extremely difficult for 
both sides of the story. 

On the other hand, respect implies under- 
standing and patience; if your order is tak- 
ing awhile, chances are, it’s not the server’s 
fault. 

Long tickets usually are the result of 


kitchen errors or staffing issues (i.e. not 
enough cooks). 
But keep in mind, people do forget. 
A simple mistake does not war- 
rant a sarcastic or derogatory 
comment from a guest -- 
ever. 

Common sense: Most 
of the time, this is at an 
acceptable level, but I 

could stand to see more 

of it. 
For example: if there is 

a sign that says, “Please 

wait to be seated,” 

it doesn’t mean that 

you’re able to seat 
yourself. 

Also, if there’s a picture of a food item 
on the menu (which in our case, there are 
some), most of the time, if you order that 
item, it’Il closely resemble what you see on 
the menu, but it won’t be exact. Don’t ex- 
pect it to be such. 

And this leads to my last, but most im- 
portant (and obvious) section. Gratuity. 

Tipping is completely and utterly misun- 
derstood by almost everyone who hasn’t 
worked in a restaurant, and by most people 
born prior to 1960. 

The National Association of Restaura- 
teurs recently upgraded its national tipping 
average to 18 percent of the total check, 
which means that two dollars ($2) on a 
twenty dollar ($20) or more check, is less 
than average, and isn’t even consistent with 
the cost of living. 

Unbeknownst to most people, a majority 


of servers at major chain and theme restau- 
rants are NOT paid minimum wage. 

Most are paid around $2.25 per hour, and 
are required to claim a certain percentage 
of their tips in order to make up for mini- 
mum wage. 

This is a national standard, and is used by 
most employers to reduce their labor costs 
and payroll taxes. 

Unfair? Highly. 

Common? Very much so. 

Yet most people don’t even seem to real- 
ize this. 

For some people who travel, it can be 
an issue of monetary conservation, which 
is understandable, but most of the time, if 
you can afford your bill, you can also af- 
ford a proper tip. 

In most cases, 20 percent is acceptable, 
but in large groups of 6 or more, a dollar 
per person is on par. 

Realistically, it’s best to just be conscien- 
tious. Bad service may warrant a bad tip, 
but stiffing someone is flat out unaccept- 
able and uncalled for. Rewarding service is 
what it’s about. 

In the end, following the golden rule is 
all that one really needs to do in order to 
have a pleasant and enjoyable dining expe- 
rience at any restaurant. 

Keeping a positive, and forgiving, atti- 
tude is also necessary to foster better rap- 
port with the staff at any dining establish- 
ment. 

If you have a hard time doing this, just 
imagine yourself in their shoes. It should 
be fairly convincing pretty quickly. 

Happy dining. 
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Driving Drunk Is Bad! 
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Call (785) 621 - 2580 for a ride and avoid the risk 
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1305 Main Street, Hays 
M-F: 7 a.m-3 p.m. 
Sat.: 7 a.m. - 2 p.m. 


785-621-BAKE 


augustinesbakery.com 


Daly Lunch Specials 


GREAT TASTE & SPEEDY SERVICE 


Coffee 
Iced Cappuccino 
Breakfast Pastries 


The fastest growing forum in Hays... 


Join the discussion! 


Email us at edgenewspaper@gmail.com; www.TheOnlineEdge.net 


Make Your Voice Heard! 


rewarding activity, while building 


Join a fun, exciting and 


your resume and portfolio. 
No experience necessary. 
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Basic respect, decency, becoming rare 


Watch where you’re going! And learn 
some manners! 

That’s my message to the bicyclist 
who ran into my fiancé the other day on 
campus. 

Apparently, she was just walking out 
the doors of McCartney Hall at FHSU 
when a late-to-class bicyclist came roaring 
towards her on the sidewalk and screeched 
to a sudden halt as he collided with her. 

Luckily, she wasn’t hurt. 

And if he’d stopped and apologized, I 
wouldn’t be that upset. 

However, instead of checking to see if 
the pedestrian he just struck with his bike 
was okay, he just gave her a dirty look and 
rode off, looking at the chains of his bike, 
worried he might have broken something 
on it. He didn’t even take off his head- 
phones. 

What a jerk! 

Were you really in such a hurry and 
so self-absorbed that you couldn’t have 
stopped, made sure she was okay, apolo- 


gized and been on your way? It probably 
would have taken you thirty seconds. 

While this is only one incident, I do 
think it could be indicative of a bigger 
shift in our culture. Really, I see two 
shifts. 

For one, it seems everyone is 
always in a hurry, and that 
takes precedence over com- 
mon decency or compassion 
for one another. We’ve got 
so many places to be and 
so little time, that we have 
little patience or respect for 
others who may get in that 
way. Really, though, you’re 
not that important. Waiting a 
few extra seconds or minutes 
won’t kill you. Be courteous 
to others, and they might do the same to 
you. 

Secondly, while we live in an individu- 
alistic culture, perhaps we’ve shifted too 
far in that direction. It seems everyone is 
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always listening to an iPod, talking on a 
cell phone or otherwise zoning out the rest 
of the world and focusing on the self. This 
is fine when you’re alone, but since when 
did it become acceptable to be 
so rude in public? 
> Now you older folks 
might be saying, “These 
young whippersnappers, 
so dang rude. Back in 
my day...” 
Well, I can’t talk for 
the way things were 
in 1958, but I’ve seen 
some pretty rude older 
people, too. 
In fact, the other 
day I was eating 
at Applebees and 
there were about 7 older people dining on 
a neighboring table. As we were ordering, 
this old man walked over and interrupted 
our order and asked the waitress for some- 
thing for his table. It was really rude. And 


Throw out the Electoral 


he didn’t do that just once, but did so three 
or four times, getting up and harassing the 
waitress when she was waiting on others 
as well. Talk about lacking manners and 
respect (for both his fellow patrons and 
the server). 

So what is the moral for today? For 
one; when you are in a public place and 
others are around you, please, take off the 
headphones. Who knows, someone might 
actually want to talk to you (without hav- 
ing to shout). 

And if need to use the cell phone in pub- 
lic, please do so in a polite manner. Also, 
if you’re going to talk on the cell phone or 
listen to music while operating a vehicle, 
please stay aware of your surroundings. 

And honestly, please remember to use 
common courtesy. If you screw up, apolo- 
gize. If you break something, fix it. 

And if you run into someone with your 
bicycle, stop and make sure the other 
person is okay. Shouldn’t that go without 
saying? 


College 


Every vote counts. It’s a nice 
sentiment, but not one that 
actually holds any water under 
scrutiny. 

While each vote does count in 
most elections—all but the Presi- 
dential—I can’t help but feel 
a bit cheated each time I even 
think about voting for the most 
powerful position in the world. 

To begin with, we have the 
Electoral College. 

Dating back to far earlier days 
of this country, the 538 members 
of this body vote for our presi- 
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dent in a state-by-state basis. 

Each state is awarded the same 
number of votes as congressmen. 
California leads the way with 55 
votes, while Kansas is near the 
back end with 6. 

The fact that we count for only 
six votes, and the probability 
of all six of those votes going 
Republican, is precisely why 
Kansas is not a factor in Presi- 
dential races. 

States like Iowa, South Caroli- 
na, Ohio, and Florida, where the 
outcome is not certain, become 
focal points for candidates. The 
rest of us are left by the wayside. 

My problem with the Electoral 
College is twofold. For one, it’s 
just another one of those tradi- 
tions that is no longer necessary. 

In the 1800s, Americans did 
not have 24-hour news networks. 
They did not have the Internet. 

In other words, Americans 
today have access to information 
about the candidates. They can 
make informed decisions on their 
own. 

Secondly, of course the popular 
vote means nothing with this 
system. 

We last saw this in 2000, when 
Al Gore actually had more votes 
than George W. Bush. How 
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different might the world be 
today had Gore been granted the 
Presidency? 

While I do complain about 
the Electoral College, it does 
allow me to do one thing without 
consequence. I get to vote 
my conscience. 

In a world of 
politicians, this 
is important to 
me. I voted for 
Ralph Nader in 
2000. Nader has \ 
done more for q 
the common man » 
than probably 
anyone in this 
country, and he’s 
by no means a 
politician. 

Had I lived in a swing state, 
that vote could have replaced a 
vital Gore vote. I knew, though, 
that a Gore vote meant nothing 
in Kansas, so I was able to vote 
for my favorite candidate, who 
pulled a whopping 2.7% of the 
national vote. 

This year, I wish I had a Ralph 
Nader for which to vote. Ina 
recent Democratic debate, Hill- 
ary Clinton, Chicago native and 
senator from New York, was 
asked who she would cheer for 


Let's reduce 


Each year, Americans use an 
estimated 84 billion plastic shop- 
ping bags. 

Most of these bags are used for 
the task at hand and discarded 
-- sent to the landfill, or, worse 
yet, left to pollute our streets and 
environment. And they aren’t 
bio-degradable, so these bags 
stay there for years. 

But not everyone is just stand- 
ing by as these wastes pile up. 

In San Francisco, city officials 
recently passed a ban on plas- 
tic shopping bags. In Ireland, 
they levy a tax on plastic bags. 
Similar bans or taxes on plastic 
bags are springing up world- 
wide, with the aim to reduce this 
unnecessary waste. 

And the plans seem to be work- 


ing. According to reports, plastic 
bag use in Ireland has dropped 
90 percent since the government 
started charging a 20 cent tax on 
each bag. 

A voluntary bag reduction 
program in Australia saw 90 
percent of retailers participate. In 
Taiwan, a charge for plastic bags 
and utensils saw plastic usage 
drop almost 70 percent. 

It’s time Hays get on this 
plastic-reducing bandwagon. If 
we truly want to be seen as a pro- 
gressive community, this would 
put us on the map. 

If city or county officials de- 
cided to put a tax on these bags, 
it would also create additional 
funds that could be funneled 
to recycling and other worthy 
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should the New York Yankees 
play the Chicago Cubs in the 
World Series. 

She couldn’t even answer that 
simple question! The frontrunner 
of the party, and she can’t put 

herself far enough out 
there to pick a team 
“S\._ ina baseball game. 
How is it that 
our list of candi- 
dates is limited to 
people like this? 
So far, Joe Biden 
seems to be the 
only one angry 
enough and hon- 
est enough earn 

a vote. 

The national 
media certainly doesn’t 
help. A great example is last 
week’s Barack Obama contro- 
versy surrounding his lack of a 
flag lapel pin. 

Obama says wearing the pin 
had come to seem like a substi- 
tute for real patriotism. Good 
enough explanation. But the 
media attacked him. Bill Maher 
responded appropriately on his 
HBO show Friday night. “This 
is typical press hypocrisy,” he 
said. “They say they don’t want 
safe robots like Hillary, but they 
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projects. 

While it would be unfortu- 
nate to have to tax these bags, 
it probably is the quickest and 
most effective means to reducing 
people’s wasteful habits short of 
an outright ban. 

Luckily, there are plenty of 
alternatives to plastic bags. For 
one, people can buy reusable 
cloth bags. These reusable cloth 
bags not only reduce waste, but 
also are much more sturdy than 
the usually-flimsy plastic bags. 

As well, some companies are 
now offering corn-starch based 
plastic bags, which are fully 
bio-degradeable. However, these 
bags are more expensive than the 
common polyethylene bags. An 
exemption on the tax for these 


create conditions where only that 
species can survive.” 

It’s little wonder why so few 
Americans vote in these elec- 
tions. I was recently thinking 
about questions to ask the next 
Fred Thompson supporter I 
might come across. 

It seems he has a lot of sup- 
port but no real opinions, and I 
wanted to know from where this 
support comes. 

Then I got to thinking. I’ve 
watched several Democratic de- 
bates and still can’t tell you what 
the frontrunners think. 

The guys in the back are hon- 
est. Kucinich, Gravel, and Biden 
actually have something worth- 
while to say. And they have no 
chance. 

We alone have created these 
conditions. We could vote for 
candidates who wanted to end 
the Electoral College. 

We could vote for candidates 
with strong opinions with which 
we may not always agree. 

Instead, we seem to elect the 
same person with a different 
name and face. A person that 
does not have our best interests 
at heart. 

Surely, the greatest country on 
earth can do better than this. 
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types of bags, though, would en- 
courage companies to use them. 

Of course, there’s always paper 
bags, which are environmentally 
friendly. 

Also, simply reusing the com- 
mon plastic bag would help 
reduce this waste and pollution. 

Already, Dillons offers a five- 
cent refund per bag for those 
who bring in their own bagging 
supplies. 

Sadly, though, incentives are 
probably not enough to encour- 
age change. Plastic bags, while 
wasteful, are just really conve- 
nient one-use products. 

It’s time Hays put itself out 
there as a progressive community 
working to protect the environ- 
ment. Put a tax on plastic bags. 
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Coincidence has always fas- 
cinated me. I experienced 
a number of them in my 
working life as an inter- 
national businessman. 

On one occasion I 
arrived in Tokyo one 
evening and went to 
bed early after the long 
tiring trip. 

The next morning, at 
breakfast, a man I knew 
in Chicago tapped me 
on the shoulder. I had 
no idea he was in Japan. 

On another occasion I was with an as- 
sociate in Taipei. Again we went down to 
breakfast in our hotel where we bumped 
into a neighbor of my associate from 
Evanston, III. 

Small world isn’t it? 

One of the most remarkable series of 
coincidences occurred on my last trip 
before I retired. 

I had enough frequent flyer miles to fly 
two people around the world first class. 
For years I had planned on taking my wife 
with me, but as the time approached she 
was ill. I also found she really did not care 
to take the trip. 

After some thought I ended up taking 
my nephew, Carey, who took a semester 
off from college, for the adventure. 

We arrived in Japan where we took a 
guided tour. Carey was young and single 
and immediately spotted a pretty young 
Swedish girl on the bus. 

He spoke with her and learned that she 
had just graduated from veterinary school 
and her father was taking her around the 
world for her graduation present. 

A few days later we arrived at the airport 
to head for Hong Kong, and at the airport 
we saw, the Swedish girl and her father. 

In Hong Kong I took Carey on the oblig- 
atory visit to the top of Mt. Victoria where 
we bumped into, the Swedish girl and her 
father. 
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I became interested in learning 
about such things and discov- 
ered an interesting theory 
called “Six Degrees of 

Separation.” 

Six degrees of separa- 
tion is the theory that 
anyone on the planet can 

be connected to any other 
person 
on the 
planet 

through 

a chain 

of acquaintanc- 
es that has no more than 
five intermediaries. 

This theory has been 
tested several times and it 
works pretty well. 

In 1967 American soci- 
ologist Stanley Milgram 
devised a way to test the 
theory, which he called “the 
small-world problem.” 

He randomly selected 
people in the American Midwest to send 
packages to a stranger located in Massa- 
chusetts, several thousand miles away. 

The senders knew the recipient’s name, 
occupation, and general location. They 
were instructed to send the package to a 
person they knew on a first-name basis 
who they thought was most likely, out of 
all their friends, to know the target person- 
ally. 

That person would do the same, and 
so on, until the package was personally 
delivered to its target recipient. They 
expected to find that hundreds of interme- 
diaries were necessary, but found that on 
average only 5 to 7 intermediaries were 
required. 

With the advent of home computers such 
tests, using e-mails instead of packages 
became both easier and more reliable. You 
can devise such a test yourself. 
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A day or two later 
we went to Stanley, 
another interesting 
sight seeing area 
of Hong Kong and 
bumped into the 
Swedish girl and her 
father. 

Then it was off 
to the Hong Kong 
airport, where we 
bumped into the 
Swedish girl and her father. 

Our next stop was Thailand where again, 
on two occasions we ........ Well by now 
you know who we bumped in to don’t 
you? 

Having encountered many coincidences 
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of Separation actually 
mean? 

Well come up and shake 
hands with me sometime. 
You will be connected 
with the Chinese Prime 
Minister with only five or 
six intermediaries. 

I’m the first. I have a 
British friend who lives 
in Hong Kong. He is 
the second. Steve is a 
businessman who buys products from 
mainland China and knows several factory 
managers. One of them is the third. 

The factory manager almost certainly 
knows some government functionary who 
becomes the fourth. 


Beijing 


What does Six Degrees 
‘ 


"A Smale World 
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The government functionary certainly 
knows a higher ranking functionary, prob- 
ably his boss, who becomes the fifth. 

I think you can see how very easily the 
next one or two links would know the 
Prime Minister of China. 

If you are not impressed by being so 
closely connected with the Prime Minister 
of China how about your favorite movie 
star. 

I worked with a girl 
in Chicago whose 
sister was a Hollywood 
actress. She isn’t famous 
but she has had bit parts 
in a lot of movies and 
worked with a number of 
famous movie stars. 

It is likely that you are 
connected with your fa- 
vorite star with only 3 or 
4 degrees of separation. 

Hmmmmm, I wonder? 

I’ve heard of some 
guy from Arkansas who 
claims to have been 
abducted by aliens. 

If I were to meet him, and he knows an 
alien, I might be connected with every 
sentient being in the universe with maybe 
only 7 degrees of separation. 

Ya Think? 


October 22, 2007 


“anyone on the planet can be connected to any other 
person on the planet through a chain of acquaintances that 
has no more than five intermediaries.” 
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Stormy Night 


gt 


Photo by Brandon Worf 


Comedy hypnotist 


Hypnotist Tom DeLuca will put Fort Hays EH] oO Ri = S$ 
State University students to sleep at 7:30 


p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 24, at the Beach/ 
Schmidt Performing Arts Center. DeLuca’s 
show is sponsored by the University Activi- 
ties Board. 

DeLuca gets volunteers to break through 
mental barriers by allowing them to use 
their own creativity to fuel the entertain- 
ment. 

According to Campus Activities Today 
Magazine, “Tom DeLuca is not your av- 
erage entertainer. He’s known as the best 
in his business and campuses go crazy for 
him.” 

DeLuca began performing before local 
civic groups and later went on to hone his 
skills as a stage performer throughout the 
midwest before gaining national promi- 
nence. 

He earned a master’s degree in psychol- 
ogy from the University of Illinois and has 
worked as a therapist. 

DeLuca is a four-time winner of the Na- 
tional Association for Campus Activities 
National Campus Entertainer of the Year. 

He has also been named the Campus Ac- 
tivities Today Entertainer of the Year. 

He is a top draw entertainer for many col- 
lege campuses. He has performed at FHSU 
twice before. 

This event is free to all FHSU students 
and $5 for the public. For more informa- 
tion, contact the University Activities Board 
at (785) 628-5355. 


A Family Tradition for 4 Generations 


www.beckerhomes.com 


5507 West 10th St. 


Great Bend, 
KS 67530 


1-800-215-1877 
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Pittsburg next up for Tigers 


Continued from Page 1 

The defenses returned in the second half, allowing only one field goal between both squads. Those points 
came off the foot of Tiger kicker Justin Barr on a 38-yard field goal in the third quarter. The stout Tiger 
defense kept the offense just one score away from tying the game, but the offense could not rise to the occa- 
sion. Late in the game, the Tigers facing a fourth and very long to go, Salyer threw an interception that was 
returned for a score. The play was brought back after a roughing-the-passer penalty, but the Tigers could 
make nothing of it. 

Salyer finished the night 12 of 27 passing for 142 yards. He also scored the lone touchdown for the Tigers, 
their first offensive score in three weeks. Tiger tailback Jordan Hickel rushed 21 times for 99 yards. Oman 
ran for 151 yards and the two Bearcat scores on 21 carries. He added 38 receiving yards to his total. Josh 
Mathews completed 17 of 27 passes for 161 yards. The Tiger defense intercepted two of those passes in 
the first half. With the loss, the Tigers drop to 1-5 in the MIAA, 3-5 overall. The Bearcats improve remain 
undefeated in the conference and are 6-1 on the year. 

Things won’t get much easier next week when the Tigers travel to Pittsburg to play the #19 Gorillas. Pitt 
improved to 6-2 overall with a 42-23 conference win over SW Baptist on Saturday. The Gorillas feature 
another high-scoring offense, averaging over 35 points a game. The Pitt State offense is average just under 
450 yards a game, while the defense has allowed 381 yards and 23 points a contest. Tailback Caleb Farabi 
and quarterback Mark Smith lead the Gorilla offense. Farabi is averaging 141 yards a game and has scored 
17 times. Smith is coming off a career-high 125 rushing yards last weekend to average 80 yards a game on 
the ground. He’s also averaging 148 yards a game in the air, bringing 6 touchdowns and 6 interceptions to 
the table. 

Kickoff for the contest is scheduled for 2 p.m. 


YOUR COLOR COPY HEAROIARTERS 
515 west 27th @ west Dillons 


Color Copies 
Large Format Printing 


Same Day T-Shirts 
Posters - Banners 
Brochures - Fliers 


Photo Retouching 
Scan & Archive 


Saturday 10-12 


Multicultural 
Student 
Coalition 
Meeting 


Wednesday 
S October 24 -\ 
. 3:00 p.m. 
Stouffer Lounge 


7 


All organizations and departments 
of the MSC are asked to send one 
representative to attend 


262 


scover22,2007 LLNtErtAlINMEeNt  treccce, race? 


Sudoku 


slot fee] 
Saeco cose 
L | pie | pel 


| ts] fet | et 
lo] fat [al=fel-] | 
BRE aon eee 


Lt tet | | ths) 9) 


ets] { j2t 7 fe) | 


The Edge, Page 8 


News 


October 22, 2007 


Graduate student wins state, national Garden Club scholarships 


Fort Hays State University’s 
Patrick Allen Casey, McCracken 
graduate student, won both the 
Kansas Associated Garden Club 
Scholarship and the National 
Garden Club Scholarship for the 
2007-2008 academic year. 

“This accomplishment is defi- 
nitely a first time for us, and may- 
be for all of Kansas, for a student 
to win both,” said Dr. Joe Thom- 
asson, professor of biological sci- 
ences. 

Kansas Associated Garden 
Clubs Inc. awards a $1,000 schol- 
arship to one Kansas student each 
year and then enters one applicant 
into the National Garden Club 
Scholarship competition. The na- 
tional club scholarship is $3,500. 

As an undergraduate, Casey 
studied biology with an emphasis 
in botany. His bachelor’s degree 
is in biology. 

“Most of the classes I’m taking 
as a graduate are range-ecology 
and range-management oriented,” 
said Casey, “but my thesis project 
is wetlands, which is kind of a 
separate entity.” 

Casey works as a teaching as- 
sistant for the Department of 
Biological Sciences and teaches 


genetics lab and a biology lab for 
non-majors. He has also taught 
basic biology lab. 

“In the summertime I do what is 
called the Natural Resources In- 
ventory Range Field Study. There 
are multiple sites in the state on 
private rangeland that we go 
sample for vegetation, soil ero- 
sion, cattle grazing and conserva- 
tion practices. They are randomly 
scattered throughout the state. 
For the last four years I have done 
that. My first summer I did it in 
Montana and every year after that 
has been in Kansas, Colorado, 
and Nebraska.” 

“That’s the main source of fund- 
ing for college,” he said. 

Requirements for the scholar- 
ships include written essays and 
a description of the student’s re- 
search project, which the scholar- 
ship money helps fund. The schol- 
arship money is divided among 
the recipient’s tuition, books and 
research project. 

“My actual project is on local 
wetland flora and water here in 
Ellis County. That was the focus 
of my proposal,” said Casey. “I 
needed funding to complete my 
research and if I get the funding 


MARY KAY" 
Jenny Copp 

Independent Beauty Consultant 
P.O. Box 674 


Hays, KS 67601 
(785) 259-0699 


jcopp1@marykay.com 


it can broaden what I’m looking 
at.” 

A wetland is an area that is satu- 
rated by surface or groundwater 
at a frequency and duration suf- 
ficient to support vegetation that 
is adapted for life in saturated soil 
conditions. Wetlands generally 
include swamps, marshes, bogs, 
and similar areas. 

Wetlands perform many func- 
tions that result in successful and 
healthy ecosystems. The impor- 
tance of wetlands includes water 
quality, wildlife habitat and hy- 
drologic processes. 

Casey is performing a compari- 
son of two local wetlands, which 
are both streams that flow through 
pastures about four and five miles 
north of the feedlot northwest of 
Hays. One of these streams drains 
into the Saline River and the other 
into Big Creek. 

“What I’m looking at is vegeta- 


tion differences amongst either 
one of them,” said Casey. “One 
of them has a fresh water fen-mat 
floating marsh, which is basically 
a layer of grass floating on top 
of super saturated soil. The layer 
acts similar to a waterbed if you 
were to jump on it. That was the 
interesting part. I found the other 
one, which was relatively close, 
to do a comparison of the differ- 
ent hydrology and vegetation. I 
am also conducting isotope test- 
ing to see if most of the water in 
either wetland is from ground wa- 
ter coming up out of the ground 
or from local runoff coming from 
upstream or both.” 

National Garden Clubs Inc. is 
the largest volunteer gardening 
organization in the world. Na- 
tional Garden Clubs awarded 34 
scholarships for the academic 
year of 2007-2008, each in the 
amount of $3,500. 


“That money is going to be par- 
tially what helps pay for the iso- 
tope testing and equipment and 
materials I need,” said Casey. 

Kansas Associated Garden 
Clubs Inc. is a non-profit orga- 
nization founded in 1926. It is a 
statewide organization with com- 
munity clubs located throughout 
the state. 

Casey is considering his career 
options. 

“T’ve considered possibly work- 
ing for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, cattle graz- 
ing -- they also do some spring 
developments and some water 
shed or water quality issues -- or 
maybe the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment,” said 
Casey. “Another graduate stu- 
dent and I are thinking about even 
starting our own company con- 
ducting environmental status and 
quality surveys.” 
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